
EDUCATION

We believe that all young people can 
succeed in learning, work, and life. 
The Barr Foundation seeks to open doors to rigorous, personalized education so that more young people have 
real opportunities to thrive. Our Education portfolio spans New England, with emphasis on secondary education.

We focus on the high school years.
Secondary education plays a vital role in youth development. With high-quality learning, students can enter 
college and attain a degree without remediation, or connect to a certificate program and find a good job. 
They grow their awareness and abilities to be part of vibrant communities. 

But too many New England students leave high school early—or graduate without being prepared for what’s 
next. They often struggle as adults to participate fully in the economy and community where they live.

Schools must change because young people learn in 
different ways. Insights into human development show 
that new approaches to instruction are essential to make 
high school relevant for all students. 

Schools must change because the world students 
live in has changed. Technology and globalization 
create demands for new skills, knowledge, and 
mindsets in the workforce.

STUDENTS AT THE CENTER OF EDUCATION. 
We support learning that engages and empowers young 
people through their individual interests. We believe that 
rigorous academics can be delivered in accessible ways, 
helping students grow the content knowledge, critical 
thinking skills, and habits that set them up for success.

We embrace three principles that benefit all youth.
Our Education program investments encourage new learning models that 
respond to the needs of young people today. We infuse three principles 
into our work, placing: 

SCHOOLS IN RELATIONSHIP TO ALL LEARNING. 
We work with institutions and educators who create schools 
that contribute to a young person’s total developmental 
experience. We believe that learning happens both inside 
the classroom and beyond school walls—and must be 
connected to higher education, employment, and civic life.

COMMUNITY AS THE CONTEXT FOR ACHIEVEMENT. 
We recognize that no single educational method can work 
in every circumstance. We believe that the most enduring, 
authentic solutions build on the strengths of the students 
and school communities being served.

SCHOOLS

STUDENTS

COMMUNITY



Barr partners with capable and committed leaders in a variety of district and charter schools.

We work across New England to help more young people succeed.

The Barr Foundation is based in Boston; our Education 
grantmaking spans the region. 

To learn more about the Barr Foundation Education Program, visit barrfoundation.org/education.  

facebook.com/BarrFdn twitter.com/BarrFdn

Pilot Ideas.

We provide risk capital and technical support that 
educational innovators need to plan, implement, and 
measure the success of promising ideas that can improve 
outcomes for young people and communities.

Scale Success.

We foster the expansion or replication of models that 
have demonstrated a positive impact on student 
engagement, learning, and outcomes across entire 
schools, districts, or regions.

Inform Change.

We sponsor research and evaluation, and share insights to 
guide policymakers, equip practitioners, and help funders 
committed to elevating outcomes for students—especially 
those not well served by traditional high schools.

Barr views collaboration as critical. We take a flexible approach 
to advance our strategies, supporting partners as they: 

OUR APPROACH

Three core strategies anchor our work: 

Catalyze New Models. 

Fuel fresh designs that fit 
local contexts and transform 
the high school experience, 
to put success within reach 
of all students.

Build Public Will. 

Engage parents and students, 
educators and civic leaders, 
and all residents as informed 
advocates for high-quality schools.

Invest in Educators.

Develop the pipeline of diverse, 
skilled, effective teachers and 
school leaders who bring new 
educational models to life for 
their students.

OUR STRATEGIES


