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Barr Foundation Announces New Program Director and Two New 

Senior Program Officers for its Education Team 

BOSTON, MA (January 12, 2023) – Barr Foundation has expanded and reinvigorated its Education Team 

with a newly appointed Director and two new senior staff members.  

Jenny Curtin is now Director of Barr’s Education Program. She is charged with providing strategic 

leadership for the Program, which has a 2023 grantmaking budget of $40.5 million and a goal of 

connecting all high school students in New England to success. Curtin started as a Senior Program 

Officer at Barr in 2016 and in that capacity led the Program’s Catalyze New Models strategy, focused on 

creating more equitable experiences and outcomes for high school students by reimagining school 

models. Before joining Barr, Curtin worked for more than a decade at the Massachusetts Department of 

Elementary and Secondary Education.  

“With a combination of deep expertise, thoughtfulness, and humility, Jenny has been a trusted partner 

to people working to transform high schools at the school, district, and state levels," said Jim Canales, 

president and trustee of the Barr Foundation. "Most importantly, she has shown an unwavering 

commitment to keep students at the center and continuously learn, improve, and strengthen efforts to 

expand high-quality education opportunities – especially for students who have not been well served by 

typical approaches."  

Two new Senior Program Officers have also joined the Education Team, Dr. John Travis and Natasha 

Ushomirsky. The new team members bring a high level of educational expertise to the roles including 

years of hands-on leadership experience in school and in education advocacy respectively.  

Barr Foundation’s Education Program includes three strategic levers: Catalyze New Models, which 

focuses on transforming the high school experience to put success within reach of all students across 

New England; Invest in Educators, which seeks to increase teacher and leader capacity to support and 

sustain that kind of transformation; and Build Public Will, which seeks to engage and support advocates 

for transformational change.  

Here are the new appointments: 

https://www.barrfoundation.org/education
https://www.barrfoundation.org/strategies/catalyze-new-models
https://www.barrfoundation.org/strategies/invest-in-educators
https://www.barrfoundation.org/strategies/build-public-will


 

 
 

 

New Education Program Director Jenny Curtin has been with Barr since 2016 and was instrumental in 

developing and growing Barr’s Catalyze New Models strategy in the role of Senior Program Officer. That 

portfolio included new and reimagined schools in all six New England states with the goal of 

transforming high school experiences for students, especially historically marginalized students. Before 

coming to Barr, Curtin worked at the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education for more than a decade where she focused on supporting secondary school innovation and 

increasing high school graduation rates. A graduate of Tulane University, she became committed to 

addressing equity in K-12 education as a volunteer in New Orleans public schools. She holds a master’s 

in public policy from Johns Hopkins University and has been a fellow in the Institute for Educational 

Leadership’s Education Policy Fellowship Program.  

 

 

Dr. John Travis also joined the Education Team as Senior Program Officer for its Invest in Educators 

strategy after spending his entire career in the K-12 sector as a teacher, principal, and education 

advocate. For the last three years, he was principal of the Ohrenberger School, the upper elementary 

and middle school campus of the Beethoven-Ohrenberger K-8 school in West Roxbury. Serving as a 

school leader during the COVID 19 pandemic made him eager to meet the distinct challenges that 

resulted. After earning his undergraduate degree in economics from Princeton University, he spent 

seven years as a middle and high school math teacher in New Jersey. In 2014, he won the District 

Teacher of the Year in Woodbury City Public Schools. He earned his doctoral degree in Education 

https://www.barrfoundation.org/strategies/catalyze-new-models
https://www.barrfoundation.org/strategies/invest-in-educators


 

 
 
Leadership at Harvard University Graduate School of Education with a residency in the Boston Public 

Schools’ Office of Human Capital as the Director of Human Capital Strategy, focused on the district’s 

school leadership pipeline. He was also a Principal Fellow through the Lynch Leadership Academy at 

Boston College and worked at the Harvard-Kent Elementary School.  

 

Natasha Ushomirsky started as Senior Program Officer for the Barr Foundation Education Team’s Build 

Public Will strategy in early January. Ushomirsky brings deep advocacy experience at the city, state, and 

national levels as well in the education practice and policy fields. Since 2008, Ushomirsky has been 

working with The Education Trust, a national nonprofit focused on research and advocacy for high 

academic achievement of all students, particularly those of color and those living in underserved areas. 

For the last four years, she led The Education Trust’s Massachusetts team which convenes and facilitates 

the work of the Massachusetts Education Equity Partnership. During this time, she helped grow the 

statewide coalition from 14 organizations to more than 40, helping it become one of the most diverse 

and effective advocacy groups in the state. She had been the nonprofit’s National Director of K-12 Policy 

Development prior to that. Ushomirsky holds a bachelor’s from Brandeis University and a master’s in 

education policy and management from Harvard Graduate School. 

### 

About the Barr Foundation 

The Barr Foundation’s mission is to invest in human, natural, and creative potential, serving as 

thoughtful stewards and catalysts. Based in Boston, Barr focuses regionally, and selectively engages 

nationally, working in partnership with nonprofits, foundations, the public sector, and civic and business 

leaders to elevate the arts, advance solutions for climate change, and connect all students to success in 

high school and beyond. Learn more at barrfoundation.org.  
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