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Barr Foundation Names First President 

Boston  — The Barr Foundation announced today that James E. Canales, currently president and 

CEO of the James Irvine Foundation, has accepted a position as its first president, effective May 

2014, marking the successful conclusion of a national search. As president, Mr. Canales will also 

serve on the foundation’s board of trustees.  

Mr. Canales recently celebrated his 20th year with the Irvine Foundation, having first joined the 

San Francisco organization in 1993, and was appointed president and CEO in 2003. He will step 

down from his position at the Irvine Foundation in early spring of 2014.  

“Amos and I are so pleased to welcome Jim as Barr’s first president and look forward to 

introducing him to our community,” said Barbara Hostetter, Chair of Barr’s Board of Trustees. 

“The integrity and values that Jim brings to his work set an inspired standard of excellence. His 

humility reminds us all that the purpose of our work is to be in service to others.” 

During Mr. Canales’ tenure as president, the Irvine Foundation took a more targeted approach in 

its grantmaking programs, focusing resources on three areas of critical significance to 

California’s future: arts, democracy, and youth. In doing so, the foundation provided leadership 

in building the field of Linked Learning, in contributing to a more effective system of 

governance and fiscal policy for California, and in reorienting the arts to promote greater 

engagement for all. In addition, Mr. Canales is actively engaged with a variety of organizations. 

He serves on the Board of Trustees of Stanford University and as Vice Chairman of the Board of 

Trustees for the Monterey Bay Aquarium, and previously served as Chair of the Board of KQED 

Public Broadcasting. 

“I am excited about this next chapter in my professional life,” said Canales. “I am honored to 

have been invited to join Barbara and Amos Hostetter as the third trustee of the Barr Foundation 

and to help shape the next chapter of the foundation’s work. The values of humility, excellence 

and rigor that the Hostetters bring to the Barr Foundation align so well with my own perspectives 

about how philanthropy can have greatest impact.” 

For the past fifteen years, Barr has invested most of its resources locally through programs 

focused on public education, climate change, and arts and culture. In 2010, Barr also launched a 

pilot program in global giving. 

Mr. Canales will lead a strategic planning process to explore how Barr might grow over time, 

leveraging its local work, taking good ideas to scale, and extending its impact regionally, 

nationally, and internationally. No matter the future opportunities that emerge, however, the Barr 

Foundation’s trustees remain firmly committed to Boston and to Barr’s broad areas of interest. 



# # # 

About the Barr Foundation  

The Barr Foundation is guided by a vision for a vibrant, just, and sustainable world with hopeful 

futures for children. Its mission is to support gifted leaders and networked organizations working 

in Boston and beyond to enhance educational and economic opportunities, to achieve 

environmental sustainability, and to create rich cultural experiences - all with particular attention 

to children and families living in poverty. Today, the foundation has assets of over $1.4 billion 

and has made annual grants of nearly $60 million in recent years. 

For more information about the Barr Foundation, please visit www.barrfoundation.org.   
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